The Cat in the Hat. Jen O’Donnell is a French and Music teacher who loves to escape to the theatre where she can wear costumes and be
bossed around. She has appeared in a number of MMuDS shows, including Grease, Cabaret, The Sound of Music (for which she won a Zonta
award), The Lyfe of Bryan and Mary Poppins. This is the fourth time that she has had the privilege of appearing on stage with her daughter,
Orvokki. Jen was drawn to the role of the Cat in the Hat because he is possibly the most annoying character ever created.
Jojo. Orvokki Britton is a local music nerd and multi-instrumentalist who loves musical theatre and electronic music. Her first involvement
in MMUDS was when she was 4 years old in Grease helping with the lights and curtains while her mum played Sandy. At the age of eight
she was in The Sound Of Music, then Beauty and The Beast, The Lyfe of Bryan, Mary Poppins and now at thirteen she is thrilled to be in
Seussical! In 2017 she won the Trish Sweeney Youth Encouragement Award. She really wanted to be in Seussical because of her love of
MMuDS and acting, but even more so when she heard the song Alone in the Universe, a duet sung by Horton and Jojo.
Horton the Elephant. Michael Isbister has been involved with MMuDS on and of stage for 10 years now. His biggest accomplishments with
MMuDS include directing the Zonta Award winning Sound of Music (2014) as well as his lead role in Jekyll & Hyde (2018). Michael was drawn
to his role of Horton as he feels a close connection with Horton’s caring sensitive and loving character. Michael has had a blast throughout
the rehearsal period having a great time developing his character and hopes you all love the show.
Gertrude Mc Fuzz. Judy Dixon has shown her versatility in many MMuDS musicals and plays over the years, from a starring role in Sweet
Charity and a Zonta nomination for Best Female Lead, to a captivating portrayal of a moor and other cameo roles in Man of La Mancha that
earnt her an impressive Music Theatre Guild of Victoria nomination and a Georgy Certificate of Achievement. Judy brings her characters
to 3 dimensional life, immerses herself in their personality and motivations and simply loves playing Seuss’ vulnerable, insecure yet gutsy
Gertrude. She feels Gertrude and Charity have much in common and the lessons of ‘who you are is enough and ok’ prevail for both.
Mr Mayor, Wickersham Brother. Leigh Johnstone has performed with MMuDS for more than 10 years appearing in Jesus Christ Superstar,
Cabaret and Jekyll & Hyde. He was attracted to the show by the rollicking story line, marvellous music and calibre of the production crew. Mr.
and Mrs. Mayor, are the political figureheads of the ‘Whos’ and as parents are concerned about their child, Jojo’s, unconventional ‘thinks’.
Leigh is also rumoured (unconfirmed) to have links to a subversive group of mischief-makers, The Wickersham Brothers.
Mrs Mayor. After Jane Herbert leapt over the footlights from Front of House to play a mental patient with OCD for Cosi in 2016, Jane has
entered the realm of musicals for Seussical. Her character Mrs Mayor is very proud of her husband and his achievements in Who-ville. She
adores her son Jojo but is convinced that his thinks will lead him into trouble.
Sour Kangaroo. Maria Lieberth is a classically trained mezzo soprano has dabbled in every genre possible. Maria accredits her earliest vocal
influences to Jimmy Page and Freddie Mercury and as a young Maria she would often be heard belting out Black Dog with her hairbrush
microphone in hand.
Maria has performed in various and numerous vocal groups from Bulgarian choirs to heavy metal rock bands. Her life in the high country
has her teaching music and voice at Lauriston Girls School, but whenever the opportunity arises she is very happy to tread the boards. In
2014 Maria played the role of Mother Abbess in MMuDS production of Sound of Music.
Given the opportunity to play the Sour Kangaroo, Maria jumped at (pun intended) the chance. She has found the role to be a whole lot of fun
and a charactor she very easily can identify with.
Mayzie La Bird. Bec Bolwell joins us for her 5th MMuDS musical production. Musical theatre has become a huge passion for Bec as she is
now taking her youngest daughters along for this amazing musical ride with a tale filled with colours, creatures and delicious melodies.
Bec lives locally and has joined the Timbertop Campus as a vocal coach which has proven to be a dream job for this dedicated vocalist.
Bec is currently working towards her gradings in Musical Theatre through AMEB

Bird Girl. Jessica Saladin dreamt of being on the stage in primary school and eventually lead to her studying Performing Arts at Monash
University which she graduated from in 1999. Jess pursued her dream by completing short courses with NIDA and the Victorian College of
the Arts where she worked on honing her acting and singing skills. Jess also featured in several TV shows and ads such as, ‘Neighbours’
and the TAC commercials alongside working as a Performer at a well known Theatre Restaurant in Melbourne whilst studying singing at
the Ciccone Academy of Singing and being mentored by the Russian Conductor, Vladimir Vais. Jess returned to her studies and gained a
teaching degree through ACU which lead to her teaching Performing Arts both in schools in Melbourne and now in Mansfield. Jess also
teaches private singing lessons. Jess has thoroughly enjoyed being involved with the Seussical Production and has loved working with so
many talented and amazing people and she feels very proud to be a member of MMuDS.
Bird Girl. Bernadette Gifford is a MMuDS all rounder! Seussical is her third time on stage (chorus in Sound of Music and the lead role of
Emma in Jekyll & Hyde). She has been in the orchestra, vocal coached and sat up in the bio box. The amazing music was a huge draw card
for Suessical with it’s fun, eclecticity and many awesome harmonies to work with. Dr Seuss was a favourite growing up and now she has
huge enjoyment reading his books to her own children. Seuss’s underlying themes and messages resonate deeply and it’s amazing to bring
his stories to life on stage!
Bird Girl. Simone Reeder has come from an amazing musical family so eventually the talent was going to drift towards her one way or
another. Simone moved here over 15 years ago and was very keen to join the MMuDS crew, either the orchestra or on stage. She has been in
the band playing the grand piano for Cabaret and was the solo pianist in MMuDS Title of Show. Onstage Simone has pranced around in the
chorus for Oliver, been a not so nice niece from Man a la Mancha, and is loving being a Bird Girl this year in Suessical. This role is colourful,
fun, silly, rhyming, with awesome harmonies and a little crazy, so really, what better fit could Simone ask for!
Wickersham Brother, General Ghingis Khan Schmidt, Yertle the Turtle. Daryl Hunt joined MMuDS way back in 1984 and has appeared in many
musicals and plays. Some of Daryl’s roles have included Dick Deadeye in Pinafore, Judge Wargraves in Agatha Christies ‘And Then There
Were None’ and Sweeney in Stephan Sondheim’s ‘Sweeney Todd’. In more recent times Daryl has appeared as Bryan’s mother Mandy in ‘Lyfe
of Bryan’ and Sir Danvers Carew in Jekyll & Hyde. Daryl has also directed two productions, Summer of the seventeenth Doll and Into the
Woods. Daryl has also won two Zonta awards for Best Supporting Actor. He was drawn to Seussical because of the wonderful musical score
and the chance to perform again with such a great bunch of people and to make new friends.
Jungle creature, Who and ‘show understudy’. Rose Hanratty is an aspiring musician and performer from Mansfield. She is no stranger to the
stage, having previously performed in; ‘The Sound of Music’ in 2014 as Brigitta, in the Lyfe of Bryan’ ensemble in 2017, and in the ‘Jekyll &
Hyde’ ensemble in 2017. In Seussical, Rose portrays a variety of roles within the ensemble, such as a jungle cat, a cadet, a citizen of Who
and many more different and unique characters.

The Hunch. Liam ‘Bugsy’ Wilson was inspired to begin teaching himself freestyle dance (& mime!) at the age of ten after discovering the
magic of Michael Jackson. 2008 saw his first public showing at the Mansfield Primary School Student Talent Show, which sparked his
passion for live performance. This led to busking at the local bush markets where he loves to groove for charity. In 2015, Liam was offered
the opportunity to travel overseas, representing Australia in the World Championships of Performing Arts in the U.S.A returning home
with various gold, silver and bronze medals, as well as the Overall Champion Jazz Dancer of the World & a scholarship to the prestigious
Millennium Dance Complex in Los Angeles. Wilson is also the winner of the national Fast Track Talent Showcase, the Victorian Emerging
Young Artist Grant & a Zonta Award for his work in the local musical of Footloose in 2012.
Liam has just completed his Performing Arts & teaching course at one of Australias leading dance companies Transit Dance. Liam is ecstatic
to be a part of the colourfully animated Seussical The Musical where he can work with Mansfield’s finest performers as well as to bring
everything he has learnt back to his birthplace. Liam thanks everyone for their support and for having him as part of the Seussical team!

